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This Month 

Wednesday 29 July 2026 

2 p.m.  

At the Methodist Church 

 

Janet Mobbs will talk about:  

 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

A talk illustrated with photographs, and some leaves to 

feel or sniff. In this talk Janet will talk about what things 

are needed for plants to grow and why we can provide 

them all and still experience failure! 

 

Everyone is welcome, do come along, listen and have a cuppa with us afterwards 

Next Month 

Wednesday 26th August 2026 

2 p.m. Methodist Church 

Come and hear  

Colin Wade 

A local author and crime writer will tell us about  

The Joys and Perils of being an Author 

 

All welcome 

https://stratford.u3asite.uk/
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This newsletter thrives on your contributions. My job as editor is to combine your 
contributions into a reflection of this month’s happenings.  Deadline for copy always 
17th of the month, except December (no newsletter).  I hope you enjoy the group reports 
and other items of importance and interest submitted by our members.  Please do send 
group reports or events of local interest to me at 
mailto:newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk?subject=your choice 
 
 

General Data Protection Regulation 
 

As we store your names and addresses, we need to adhere to the above 
regulation.  Please read this important message and follow the instructions if 
you do not wish to receive email communication from Stratford u3a. 
 
CHANGE TO DATA PRIVACY REGULATIONS 
 
Due to a recent change in the law applying to charities, we have to check 
whether our members are willing to receive emails and other electronic 
forms of communication from us which are not of a purely administrative 
nature. You now have to be given the opportunity to opt out of receiving 
them.   

 
Plea for Help 

 
Could you please come and help put out chairs for our monthly meetings 

in Stratford Methodist Church Wesley Hall? 
 

The next meeting is Wednesday 29th July                            

 
 

You could stay for the talk which, this month, is 
The Joys and Perils of being an Author by Colin Wade 

 
RSVP to Maureen at     maureenbsavu3a@gmail.com 

 
We hope to make up a rota of helpers so no-one has too much to do. Thankyou! 

 
This plea may appear regularly. Meetings happen every month so help is always needed. 

 

mailto:newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk?subject=your%20choice
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If you DO NOT want to receive emails about our events and activities 
please email the membership secretary (memsecu3a@yahoo.com).                      
Even if you opt out of these emails, you will still receive our monthly 
newsletter and administrative emails arising from your membership.            
You will still receive emails as a member of Groups to which you belong.                    
If you have any concerns about these, please raise them with the Group 
Leader in the first instance. 
 
We have amended our Data Protection procedures in the light of this and 
other changes. You can find our updated Privacy Policy here: 
Stratford.u3asite.uk/data-protection/ 

 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY FILM 
 

Many of you may already know about this. Please see the details below if you would like to 
book tickets (they are free).  I am told the film is fascinating. 
 
Location: Rother Street Arts House, Stratford upon Avon CV37 6LU 
Date: Wednesday 29th July 2026 
Time: 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm 

The film, presented by Chris Packham, features footage from last November’s National 
Emergency Briefing, which brought together leading UK experts in climate science, food 
security, health, economics, national security and nature to an invited audience of more 
than 1,200 politicians and leaders in Westminster. A one minute trailer can be found here. 

It presents a clear, measured overview of how the climate and nature crisis is affecting 
everyday life in Britain, and what the evidence says about risks and responses. 

The initiative is explicitly non-partisan and supported by a wide range of organisations, 
including the Church of England, National Trust, WWF, the Royal Meteorological Society and 
many others. 

Faith communities have long traditions of stewardship, care for the vulnerable, and 
intergenerational responsibility. We believe this is an important moment for thoughtful, 
compassionate local dialogue. 

Following the 50-minute film, we will host a 45-minute structured discussion about what 
this means for our local community. 

We would greatly value your presence. More information can be found, and tickets                       
(which are free) can be booked at:           
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/stratfordenvironmentalalliance/2252138. 

 

mailto:memsecu3a@yahoo.com
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https://www.tickettailor.com/events/stratfordenvironmentalalliance/2252138


CURRENT AFFAIRS GROUP 2 (DISCUSSION) 

The Group meets monthly in the library behind the bar at the Townhouse Hotel to 
discuss               a topic for which a member has had roughly two months to research and 
prepare briefing material. We have recently discussed: whether the Government’s more 
aggressive approach to immigration suggests the UK is entering a new ICE age; how to 
close the attainment gap  in secondary education; how to strike the balance between 
public spending on welfare and defence; and most recently, the threat to democracy 
posed by special economic zones such as freeports. 

For the rest of this year we plan to have more meetings than usual focused on 
Stratford’s issues. We hope to be joined for them by guest specialists. The Stratford MP, 
Manuela Perteghella, has accepted an invitation to join our December meeting to 
discuss with us, seminar-style, a topic of her choice. We hope to be joined by a recent 
SDC councillor to discuss the Local Plan. There are guest experts lined up for as yet 
unscheduled discussions on ‘homelessness in Stratford’ and ‘how to regenerate the 
high street’.  

An innovation planned for October is a walking meeting to study Stratford’s Victorian 
heritage, thus giving a new meaning to ‘current’ affairs. This will serve as a prelude to our 
annual mid-year dinner afterwards, thus giving a new meaning to ‘mid-year’! 

Towards the end of last year there was a feeling that the Group’s maximum size of 
12 members was too large for it to have satisfying conversations. This coincided with 
Bryan Riddleston, Stratford U3A’s new Chairman, expressing concern that many Groups 
were full. He wanted there to be more Groups which new members of Stratford U3A 
could join. After a request for volunteers to leave our Group to form the nucleus of a 
new current affairs group, we reduced our maximum size to 8 members with effect from 
February this year. 

 

Refresh your German 
 

 

One of our six members has moved house out of the Stratford area, so we have a vacancy.  
Our emphasis is on speaking everyday German - about recent activities, future plans, recent 
visits to places of interest, holidays etc. 
 

Anyone who is interested in joining the group should be able to speak some German, be a 
member of Stratford u3a, or willing to join. Our members take turns at hosting meetings as 
we meet in each other's homes. We meet on the first and third Thursday of the month from 
2pm to 4pm. 
 

I can be contacted by email on pdlakey@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:pdlakey@hotmail.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

               

MEMBERS’ COFFEE MORNING 

You are invited to join our members’ regular coffee 

morning chit-chats at the Town House, Church Street 

2nd Saturday of the month 10.30 till 12 noon 

 Next month: Saturday 8 August, 10.30 a.m  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Month Group 

July 2026 Sunday Morning Walkers 

August 2026 Tai chi/Yoga 

September 2026 Wine Appreciation 

The new Tea Rota will be in next month's newsletter. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON u3a - SPEAKERS FOR 2026 

  

We have an interesting and varied programme of talks and entertainment for you.  Please 

come along and tell your friends! 

 

DATE NAME/ ORGANISATION SUBJECT 

29 July 2026 Janet Mobbs How does your garden grow? 

26 August 2026 Colin Wade The Joys and Perils of being an 

Author.  Crime thrillers. 

30 September 

2026 

John Butterworth My Trip to the End of the World – 

Antarctica, the Falklands and 

Argentina 

28 October 2026 Margot McCleary Ghost Stories of Warwickshire. 

25 November 2026 Rosalie Taylor, Sharon Hilton, 

Warks. CC 

Mature Drivers Workshop. 

16 December 2026 
 

TBA No outside speaker. 

 

 


