
March 2026    Stratford-upon-Avon u3a: Home (u3asites.org.uk)    Founded 2000—  

 

Deadline for copy for this newsletter is 17th of the month, it never varies, except December when we 

don’t publish a newsletter. Please send items to me at this address: newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk 

 
 

. 

 Please note: It is important our AGM  is quorate before voting for officers and the committee take 

place.  We need to make sure that 40 of us are present so that the  conditions of our constitution are 

met.  There will be tea, coffee and biscuits afterwards.  It would be great to see you there.  Come along 

and find out what is happening in your u3a. 

This Month 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 

2 p.m. at the Methodist Church 

The Annual General Meeting  will be followed 

by a short talk  

about the Stratford upon Avon 

Next Month 

Wednesday 29th April 2 p.m. 

The Methodist Church 

Michelle Flint Textile Artist 

Michelle describes herself as a mixed media textile artist.  

She does free-motion embroidery, drawing with thread 

and likes to challenge herself.   

Intrigued?  Come along and find out more. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/stratforduponavon/home
mailto:newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk?subject=newsletter




The Poetry Group will be meeting in the Library Room at the Town House in Stratford,  at 

1.30 p.m. on Monday March 30.  

 If you wish to contact Jonathan his email is: jonobaker@hotmail.com 

mailto:jonobaker@hotmail.com?subject=Poetry%20Group


Stratford u3a monthly meeting talk, Wednesday, 25 February 2026 –  
 
Dogs Trust – Speaker – Callum Stackhouse, Dog Rescue & Adoption, Evesham. 
 
History:  The National Canine Defence League was founded in 1891.  In 1967 the organisation declared its 
Non-Destruction policy (no healthy dog will be put down), and in 1978 the slogan, “a dog is for life, not 
just for Christmas”, was adopted.  In 2003 the name was changed to Dogs Trust.  The colour yellow was 
adopted for its cheerfulness. 
 
Basic facts – the main aim is to re-home the dogs that come into its care.  There are 22 centres and       
Evesham was the first re-homing centre in 1967.  The average stay is 61.5 days, but this is getting longer as 
more dogs are being handed over, behaviour problems being the main reason, post pandemic.  In 2024 
10,467 dogs were cared for, and there were 3,202 dogs in foster care. 
 
There are several reasons why dogs come to Dogs Trust.   E.g., 
relationship breakdown, rising costs, homelessness, death or ill-
ness of the owner, and “difficult” behaviour by the dog.  Strays 
have to be assessed and referred by dog wardens before the 
Trust can take them.  Smaller charities sometimes pass on dogs 
that they cannot take.  Ex-racing greyhounds are often seen as a 
problem breed, as many people erroneously believe that they 
need a large amount of exercise.  Puppies born in the centres are 
transferred to fosterers if possible so that they can experience a 
more normal start in life.  E.g., a Labrador came in to Dogs Trust 
and then later had 10 puppies.  The Evesham centre was rebuilt in 
2018 and it is able to house up to 100 dogs at once.  About 500 
dogs are re-homed per year. 
 
The dogs have a very good life – they have a lot of walks, good 
food, heated kennels, and some centres have hydrotherapy pools 
and vet suites.  There are also group living sanctuaries where 
some dogs live with other dogs whilst gaining confidence.  There 
are also off-site vets for more serious treatments other than   
neutering, for example.  Dogs also have access to fields, sand pits, 
agility areas, with ramps etc., as well as Astro turf runs, off-site walks both on an off the lead. 
 
Fosterers find the job very rewarding without long term commitment.  Staff often take dogs home to    
foster as well.  Sometimes they adopt the dog. 
 
Canine Care Card – This is a free service, open to all dog owners.  This gives reassurance that the dog will 
be taken care of in the event of the inability of the owner to do so.  The card is activated if the owner has 
a life changing diagnosis, goes into a care home or dies.  Application can be made both online and by a 
paper form. 
 
Behaviour Support Line – in 2024 16,000 calls were taken from 8,000 owners.  The main reasons are dog 
reactivity and people reactivity problems.  The advice line can help people to keep dogs with behavioural 
difficulties rather than give them up.  The telephone number is 030 3003 6666. 



Outreach work – “Together through Homelessness” gave 1,881 
free vet treatments to 774 dogs and 2,610 Christmas parcels to 
273 homeless dogs.  “Freedom” helped 339 families suffering 
from domestic   violence.  422 dogs were fostered, temporarily 
if possible. 
 
Costs and funding – It costs £6,406 a day to look after dogs in kennels; £32.46 a day for dogs in foster 
care.  Funding comes 48% from donations; 42% from legacies; 5% from trade; 2% from adoption fees and 
3% from investments etc. 
 
How can we help?  Donations and pledges; volunteering; fundraising, and publicity. 
 
Tours of the Evesham re-homing centre are also possible! 
 
The large audience enjoyed the talk and asked a number of questions.  It was a very informative and in-
teresting presentation, plus moving videos showing the various activities at the centres, with contribu-

Membership Renewal,  

THANK YOU  and a reminder 

 

Thank you to those members from  whom we have received renewal payments and we look for-
ward to receiving more payments as we approach the renewal date of 1 April.  Payment (£18 or 
£22 if you wish to receive the Third Age Magazine by post) should be made as follows: 

By bank transfer  to our account with Barclays Bank: Stratford-upon-Avon u3a, Sort Code 
20-48-08, Account number 70778818 with your surname and membership number as a 
reference. 

By cheque made payable to Stratford upon Avon U3A with your surname and membership 
number written on the back and sent to Sarah Furniss, Membership Secretary, Stratford 
U3A, 29 Vincent Avenue, Stratford upon Avon, CV37 6SR. 

By cash or cheque at the meeting of 25 March 2026.   

Please don’t pay into our account over the counter – we have received a payment into the bank 
for £18.00 and are unable to identify the payer.   

Sarah Furniss, Membership Secretary 
 
 



MEMBERS 
COFFEE MORNING 

You are invited to join  our members’ regular 

coffee morning chit-chats 

2nd Saturday of the month 10 till 12 

The Town House Hotel, Church St  

A note from the editor 

Thank you to everyone who continues to send monthly contributions for the newsletter, 

they are appreciated. It would be great to hear from more group leaders about your activi-

ties.  Just a few lines is great, better still with a photo or two.  

 

Please do continue to send your contributions for the newsletter to: 

newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk 

Next month we will get  

together on Saturday  11th April 

All are welcome, it would be lovely to see you. 

mailto:newsed@stratfordu3a.org.uk?subject=newsletter


DATE NAME/ ORGANISATION SUBJECT 

25 March 2026 AGM + SUA Foodbank – Ian 
McLean 

The Work of the Foodbank. 

29 April 2026 Michelle Flint – Textile Artist Textile art, including             
demonstration. 

27 May 2026 Elizabeth Rose +1 African songs + percussion and  
audience participation. 

24 June 2026 John Kinory My Life and Times as a Film Extra. 

29 July 2026 Janet Mobbs How does your garden grow? 

26 August 2026 Colin Wade The Joys and Perils of being an  
Author.  Crime thrillers. 

30 September 
2026 

John Butterworth My Trip to the End of the World – 
Antarctica, the Falklands and Ar-
gentina 

28 October 2026 Margot McCleary Ghost Stories of Warwickshire. 

25 November 
2026 

Rosalie Taylor, Sharon Hilton, 
Warks. CC 

Mature Drivers Workshop. 

16 December 2026 

  

TBA No outside speaker. 

 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON u3a - SPEAKERS FOR 2026 

 

We have an interesting and varied programme of talks and entertainment for you.  
Please come along, and tell your friends! 



 

Please make sure you know what to do when it is your turn.  The 

task is not onerous.  Put out the mugs and biscuits, pour the tea 

and coffee.  Oh and of course wash up.   Everything is provided. 

 
 

 

 

Many thanks to Annette Riddleston, our new mistress of the tea urn. 

Month Group 

March 2026 AGM 

April 2026 Rummikub Club 

May 2026 Bryan and Annette 

June 2026 Stratford History Group 

July 2026 Sunday Morning Walkers 

August 2026 Tai chi/Yoga 

September 2026 Wine Appreciation 

Stratford-Upon-Avon u3a Tea Rota to September 26 


